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Dave Riggs

The Wild Child Courts G’s
“I have nothing against team sports, but let’s face it,
air to air combat above the desert in a military jet
kinda beats golf,” says Dave Riggs, 45. His website,
wildchildjet.com, says it: The man who in 2005
made aviation history as the first pilot to set three
FAI World Speed Records (piston-powered Class 1b
at 312.12 mph; rotorcraft Class 2b at 120.65 mph;
and jet Class 3e at 561 mph) lives for “the feeling of
freedom and the thrill of the adrenaline rush.”
“I consider life an adventure and every day a potential challenge,” he says. “I have proved to myself
I have, dare I say? the right stuff.”
Dare away. First a private, multi-engine, instrument and helicopter pilot and then: owner of a former Soviet light attack fighter trainer, the L-39 – a
plane capable of .84 Mach and speeds approaching
450 knots. “What a joy to fly!” he says. I always
could “see myself pulling g’s and dogfighting my way
to Acehood!” But seriously. “Pushing the envelope
in life means taking risks and seeking the rewards
associated with those risks,” he says.
Talk about intense! He refers to training to fly his
L-39. “Energy management, combat reversals, transonic buffet, mach tuck, high g climbs, bomb delivery descents, loops, snap rolls…AGGGHHHH. Was
I ever going to get this stuff right?” he recalls. “My
friends and family thought I was crazy to be screaming around in a plane like this,” he says. One crazy
day the screaming was timed. He and pilot Jeffrey
Acord flew from Los Angeles to Phoenix in 39 minutes, 58 seconds – a record.
“It’s my life as a middle-aged fighter pilot,” laughs
Riggs. “For me, flight is about enjoying it, and a
record is about planning and precision, to get a speed
record you have to do everything right. And that is
fun to try.”
Catch up with (if you can) the Wild Child himself
at wildchildjet.com

58

Flying Adventures

November 2007

Bud Judy

The Loop-Lover Flirts with Flawless Flight

Over 70 years old and the three-time U.S. National Aerobatic Champion, and boredom
drove him to it. For 41.5 years Louis “Bud”
Judy was Captain Louis “Bud” Judy, a Delta
Airlines pilot who upon retirement in 1994 got
“the chance to feel the fun of flying again” in
competitive aerobatics. So long boredom, hello
adventure. Neither the thrill of danger nor the
thrall of daring nor the need for speed or adrenaline fix puts Judy, who lives in Granbury,
Texas, into the cockpit of his self-built monoplane, the Judy Monosport. What then? “It’s
about challenging myself, being the best I can
be. What I do is more like gymnastics or
springboard diving. Airshow pilots, hell, they’re
the real flirts with the thrills of danger,” he says.
For the former Air National Guard fighter
pilot, it is not about the win, though Judy does
plenty of it. “Just to know you had a nice,
clean flight…,” well, give him that over trophies or accolades or the quest for broken
records. The aerobatic contests in which the
rolling-looping-spinning maneuvers Judy
pulls off in a 1,000 meter cube of airspace
weaken the knees of pilots half his age but
leave competitor Judy exhilarated – and challenged. Lately the champ has put himself up
against aerobatic flyers in the Advanced divi-

sion – much to his ability to laugh. “I got
trounced by those kids,” he chuckles of one recent contest. “You’d think they’d have some
sympathy!” Will he compete against them
again? Yes. He adds: “I like to do things off the
cuff, which you might consider adventurous.
But really, what might seem thrilling or dangerous to some, doesn’t seem so to me. It’s all
about flying that one, flawless flight.”
Follow Judy’s U.S. Aerobatic Competition
performance at usnationalaerobatics.org
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